Hepatectomy following transarterial chemotherapy for a metastasis in the caudate lobe.
We describe a solitary liver metastasis in the caudate lobe from a colon cancer treated with a hepatic resection following transarterial chemotherapy. A 73-year-old male was admitted with a complaint of melena. The findings from endoscopic examination of the colon showed a type 3 cancer at the hepatic flexure. Computed tomography revealed a metastatic lesion in the caudate lobe of the liver, which was three centimeters in diameter and located between the roots of the middle and the left hepatic vein. A right hemicolectomy was performed and the surgical findings revealed extended lymph node metastasis and the serosal exposure of the primary lesion. A transarterial catheterization to the liver for chemotherapy was placed instead of performing a hepatic resection. After six months of the transarterial chemotherapy, the metastatic tumor was decreased to less than one centimeter and no other new lesion was developed in and out of the liver. The patient underwent a resection of the Spiegel lobe 8 months after the first operation. There were small lesions of viable metastatic cells in the tumor histologically. The patient is currently well without any signs of recurrence 28 months after the first operation.